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ahead of rest

By Pat Butcher, Athletics Correspondent

A high wind in the Jamaica
Road signalled the end of
Toshihiko Scko’s attempt at a
world best time in the Mars
London Marathon yesterday.
At that point, | I miles into the
26, the Japancse had sailed
away not only from any poten-
tial opponent but also from
Steve Anders, the pacemaker,
and was on time for something
just under the 2hr Tmin 12sec
that Carlos Lopes set in Rotter-
dam one ycar ago.

Scko got a respite shortly
afterwards when he tumed
across Tower Bridge and head-
ed east into the Isle of Dogs.
But having fallen outside five
minutes a mile for the first
time at 18 miles, the wind in
his favour again for the final
six miles was so effective that
Seko's winning time was
pegged to 2hr 10min 2sec.

That was still good enough
10 beat Hugh Jones, the 1982
London winner by over onc
and a half minutes and Jones
admitted that he had given up
any chance of trying to catch
Seko four miles from the finish
after slithering across the
cobbles beside the Tower, still
one of thc most problematic
parts of this course. although
they had been made cxtra
dangerous by earlicr rain.

But Joncs
achieved the parallel task of
qualifying to join the pre-
sclected Steve Jones in the
European championships mar-

athon in Stuttgart in late
summer, as did Allister
Hutton, who finished third
yesterday. Both Jones and

Hutton admitted that the com-
bination of the cffects of the
fast early pacc and the high
wind in the latter stages also
slowed them such that they
were well outside their best
times.

There should have bcen
little question about the choice
of Hugh Jones and Hutton at
yesterday aftcrnoon’s sclection
conference, the outcome of
which is due to be announced
later this week. The Bntish
women's sclection is  less
straight forward.

Veronique Marot, the holder
of the British best with 2hr
28min 4scc had to drop out
carly in the race having been
sick for the previous 12 hours.
Yet any precedence that the
wwins. Ann Ford and Paula
Fudge. may have had over her

successfully -

24min S4scc). albeit in much
slower times than Marot's best,
disappeared  when Ford rc-
vealed that they did not wish
10 be considered for cither the
Europcan championships or
the Commonwealth Games.

Ford said afterwards that
ncither was interested in an-
other such long-distance race,
but at 34 years of age they also
realize that there is not much
time left 1o benefit from the big
moncy road races that they are
capablc of winning in the
United States nowadays. Only
Marot will go to the Europcan
chgampionships. the Brtish
Amatcur Athletic Board decid-
cd yesterday.

Sarah Rowell, who held the
previous Brtish best with 2hr
J8min 6sec was unable to run
yesterday through injury; but if
she recovers, she is the obvious
choice for Edinburgh, and with

Top finishers

MEN

1, T Seko (Japan) 2hr 10min 2secC
2. H Jones (Ranelagh) 2:11.42
3. A Hutton (Edinburgh) 2 12.36
4, P Petersen (US) 2:12.56
5. M Terzi (Turkey) 2:13.02
6. Y Kanai (Japan) 2:13.42
7. H Albahn (Den) 2:14.34
8. | Ellis (Newport) 2:14.38
9, G Kvernmo (Nof 2:14.48
10, C Caetano (Port 2:14.57
WOMEN
1, G Waitz (Nor) 2:24.54
2. M O'Connor (NZ) 2:30.52
3. A Ford (Hounslow) 2:31.40
4. S Bornet (Fr) 2:31.43
S, P Fudge (Hounslow) 2:32.25

the BAAB and the AAA and
women's AAA refusing 1o
consider any doubling up in
Stutigart and Edinburgh, it is
only the rclatively low stan-
dards cxpected in the first
Commonwealth women’s
marathon which may persuade
the English sclectors to take
Angela  Pain and Carolyn
Naisby, ninth and tenth yester-
day in 2hr 4imin l2scc and
2hr 4lmin STscc respectively.
Jackqui Hulbert in ninth place
set a Welsh best of 2hr 39min
26sec and should certainly go
to Edinburgh for her country.

lcuam Ellis was an equally
impressive Welsh representa-
tive yesterday. He finished
cighth 1n 2hr 14min 38sec, also
ensunng a Commonwealth se-
jection. And Ellis also helped
1o give Kevin Forster a desper-
ate last miles. Forster  had
looked a cerainty to join his

pre-sclected  Gateshead  club
collcague, Charlie Spedding, in
the England tecam in Edin-
burgh when he was in the first
10 at 20 miles. But when he
started to suffer and drop back,
he mistook Ellis for the En-
glishman, John Boyes. The
when Phil O'Brien, in his first
ofTicial marathon passed For-
ster, the Geordie almost
dropped out, thinking the last
Edinburgh ticket had been
cancelled. When told of Ellis’s
true identity, he almost at-
tacked the exhausted and pros-
trate Welshman in order to
verify the fact.

O’Brien had run unofficially
in the Harrow Marathon last
October in his first attempt at
the distance. He ran under 2hr
20min. and was almost 45
minutes faster yesterday with
2hr 15min. He said he was
disappointed with that time,
but it should be good enough
for Edinburgh. Forster was
15th, and should also be
selected, and Boyes was, in
fact, 22nd.

Seko dedicated his victory in
his first marathon since finish-
ing fourteenth in the Olympic
Games to Kyoshi Nakamura,
his coach and Zen master, who
died of a heart attack whilc on
a fishing trip last year. Seko
wants lo run a fast 10,000
metres in Oslo this summer,
and then run in the Chicago
marathon next autumn. Mrs
Waitz will run some shorter
road races in the United States
before deciding whether to run
in the European champion-
ships marathon.

° Abcbe  Mckkonen and
Belannyenh Densimo, of Ethio-
pia, stolc the spotlight by taking
the first two places in the
Rotterdam Marathon yesterday.
Mckkonen won the race in 2hr
9min 8sec. one sccond ahcad of
Densimo, with Allan
Zachariassen, of Denmark,
third in 2hr lmin S6sec. John
Graham. of Scotland, who was
second last ycar and winner of
the 1981 cvent, was sixth in 2hr
1 3Jmin 42secC.

The Ethiopians dominated
the ficld and aftcr they broke
away no-onc was in contention
as they stretched their advan-
tage to ncarly three minutcs.

LEADING POSITIONS: 1. A Makkonan
Elh).ZOQOG.Z.BDensm €1th), 2:09 09:
S_ A Zachanassen (Oen). 11:96, ¢ C
Lamtﬂo?ts (Netn), 2:1221; 5. J Peuman
o-n 21112 & J Granam (GB), 2113 42,
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